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This 100-ton lift will be something of a lightweight when a
new crane — billed as the largest of its kind — arrives at
the South Bay Boat Yard. The new one can hoist more than
600 tons. Howard Lipin / Union-Tribune

South Bay yar(ﬂg
getting shipshape

Makeover to give
mega-yachts a lift

By Shannon McMahon
STAFF WRITER

CHULA VISTA — Within the
next year, some of the world’s
largest and most luxurious pri-
vate yachts might be making a
call on Chula Vista’s bayfront.

That's once the South Bay
Boat Yard, which opened in
1986, completes its $6 million
makeover.

Work began in early March,
and the project, which includes
the country’s largest boat crane,
is to be completed in Decem-
ber.

“We've moseyed along in the
vacht business for 25 years,”
said Todd Roberts, vice presi-
dent of the yard. “We were wan-
dering through the woods,
looking for our way. Now we've
stepped forward.”

South Bay Boat Yard has a
lease with the San Diego Uni-

fied Port District for 9.45 acres
ashore and 8.52 acres of water
at the foot of G Street. The 35
year lease expires in 2020. :

In January 2004, the port and
the city wanted to move the
boatyard because it was felt an
on-site expansion or overhaul
would disrupt bayfront develop-
ment.

Environmentalists said they
wanted it moved because indus-
trial work harms marine life.
The yard is adjacent to the
Sweetwater Marsh National
Wildlife Refuge, near a trailer
park on the bay.

And last month, Mayor Steve.
Padilla of Chula Vista reiterated
his desire to see the yard
moved.

“There is a greater potential
for higher and better uses than
an industrial use” there, Padilla
said, adding that the city would
be better served by a hotel or
restaurant on the site.

However, the Port District
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